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Introductory Information About Alan Herron Relevant to Comment on the Movie “Switch”

Prepated by Alan, March 2014

Academic and Profeccional Experience

- B. Se. In Electrical Power Engineering From University of Alberta, 1064

- cummer job experience with Calgary Power (now TrancAlta) on conetruction crewe, helped build two
cubctations. | wag recpongible for the cutveying for one of the cubgtation layoute in my final cummet job with them.
- M. Qe. In Electrical Power Engineering From Univercity of Alberta, 1966. The thesic topic related to
heating the ground with buried electrodeg, with much the eame motive ac that of the precent SAGD procese for
bitumen extraction in the oil eande today.

- worked a¢ a eyctem planning engineer with Calgary Power until 196%. Recpongibility included analog and
computer cimulation of the company electrical network, and projectione of eystem requiremente fo facilitate
tranemiccion and generation development. [t ic thic experience that gives me the “incide” percpective on tonight's
movie.

- Ph. D. In Electrical Power Engineeting From Univercity of Calgary, 1972 My thesic topic related to
technical iecuee involved in modelling large ceale electrical equipment.

- worked for Ectron Indugttiee Ltd in inductrial electronice, decigning and ingtalling cound eyeteme at ceveral
major venues around the city.

- founded and ran Herron Coneulting for about 20 yeare, writing cuctom engineering coftware. My programe
have been uged for provincial water management by the Albarta government, oil drilling simulation in the Arctic
(defence of oil platforme from iceberge), decign of nozzles on ckid mounted natural gag processing equipment, and
univergity echolarchip databage decign and management. All of thege have a citong “eycteme viewpoint”
requirement.

- | how have been retired for ceveral yeare.

Porconal Interecte

- Perconal interecte over the yeare have included hiking, ckiing (downhill and croee country), flying (fixed
wing, glidere, and helicoptere), eailing, and performing popular mugic. | played piano with a emall dance band, and
with the Saturday Night Special houge band for a few yeare, and petformed with them on 3 cide ctage at the Calgary
Folk Fectival.

- My companion, Tanniec Ewing, and | have chared a decadec long and continuing inferest in philocophy. |
am egpecially inferected in the theory of knowledge (epistemology) and ite application to current practical problems,
including environmental iccues. For anyone interested, both Tannie and | have posted ceveral iteme on my webgite
www.greatblue.ca intended for public congumption.

Volunteer Work

- treacurer of the Glenmore Yacht Club

- precident of the Calgary Hyperion (computer) User's Group

- 10 yeare with the Calgary Folk Festival cetting up and diemantling the fectival cite
another 10 yeare with Expo Latino doing the came thing




Who wae Al Herron?

He wag a gentle, kind
man who believed that
tulec were made to be
followed, that reality
wag hot cubjective,
that learning to think
well wag important,
that one of the great
gifte of life wag to
learn how to uce both
your body and your
mind ac efficaciously
a¢ you could...

He once rematked that he wag too much an engineer to
be a good mathematician, and too much a
mathematician fo be a good engineer. But he wae
mote than either of thoge thinge. He wag a philogopher
with an inhetrent understanding of the way the world of
nature and of people actually worked. In cpite of hig
wigdom, he never clowed down in hig efforte to

underetand the world even better.

May the achee of hie being, coar with the wind and the
eaglec of the air. That would be where he would want
to be found...
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